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made and continued by Triennial Election. 
theſe Animoſities and Diviſions: And; 
that this Bill will 
Allances for our mutual Be- 
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The laſt of the Arguments 1 have recited, is the Encouragement this will give to your 
Allies tg enter into Treaties with you, No one ſays they want this Encouragement. * 
one ſays they a it; fo that I may conclude, this is only a Prerence. ]*hould be 
ſorry we had ſuch Allies, as would not treat with his Majeſty without our wing. up 
our Conftitution : Should the like be ask d of them, they would certainly entertain ſuch 
a Propoſition with the Contempt and Indignation it deſerved. But what you are now 
going to do, inſtead of ſtrengthening. the King's Hande, will, L am -perſuaded, Ie 
Him in the Opinion of his Allies; for this is proclaiming to the World, that he 
dares not call a new Parliament; that He dares not truſt the People in 4 new Choice. 
Beſides,” not daring to call a new Parliament carries along with it a Suppoſition to 
the Diſhonour of this Houſe ; for it ſuppoſes, that another Houſe of Commons 
would act differently from the preſent, which is to confeſs, that this Houſe does not 
truly repreſent the People, that they and their Repreſentatiyes are of different Minds. 
| wy that if they were to chooſe again, they would chooſe Men of other Principles, of other 
entiments. DE . | WY | bo | 

1 I will not trouble you farther with Anſwers to the Arguments for this Bill I thoſe 
” , _ againſt it that weigh moſt with me are theſe: That frequent ne Parliaments are 
our Conſtitution ; That a long Parliament is plainly deſtruQiye of the Subjects juſt- 

Right, and many ways inconſiſtent with the Good of the Nation. Is it''reafonable: 
any particular Men ſhould for a long time engroſs ſogteat a Truſt excluſive of others ? 
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Can it be of Advantage to the Publick, that the Counties, Cities and Boroughs, 
ſhould be long confined to thoſe they have once choſen; their Intereſts admitting of 

R | great Variation in length of Time? 21.9 4 N ] = 21 Th © 4 2 FA \ 44 * 917 9966 : 
Frequent new Parliamants are our Conſtitution, and the Calling and Holding of 
them was for many Ages the Practice. Before the Conqueſt Parliaments were 
| held Three times every Year, at Chriſtmas, Eafter, and 'Whitſontide: In Edward the 
_Third's Time it was enacted, That Parliaments - ſhould he holden every Tear orice, or 
o/tner if need be. This muſt be underſtood of new Parliaments, for Prorogations and 
long Adjournments were not then known; they were never heard of till later Years. 
They began in Henry'the-Eighth's Time, that Prince and his Miniſters knowing Jong. 
Parliaments were beſt fitted to make great Changes. They were therefore Inventions 
When extraordinary Things were to be done, when what was then the Church was 
td be alter'd, and the Church-Lands to be taken awa „ Ihere is ' nothing of this 


ſort now, I hope, intended. Hram Fhar T. K —— | * 
the ſame parliaments were long continued, or the Meetings of Parliaments long” dif. 
continued, they gave great Uneaſineſs. In the unfortunate Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, there had been an latermiſſion of Parliaments Twelve Years, which 
produced an Act in the Sixteenth Year of that King, For the preventing the Incon- 
weniences happening by long Intermiſſion of Parliaments. That AQ, in the Preamble, 
recites the Law made in the Reign of Edward the Third, That Parliaments ought 
to be held every Year once; but that the Appointment of Time and Place be- 
longed to His Majeſty and his Royal Progenitors : And that it had been found 
by Experience, great Inconveniences and Miſchiefs had happened to the King, and 
to the Commonwealth, by not holding Parliaments accordingly; and for Preven- 
| tion of the like for the future, it enacts, That the ſaid Laws ſhall be' ſtriftly obſerved ; 
* and that in caſe there be an Intermiſſion of the Sitting of Parliament for Three Tears to- 
together, if there is a- Parliament in being, that Parliaments ſhall be diſſolved , and very ex- 
travagant Powers were given for the Calling and Aſſembling of another; and every 


» 


ſuch Parliament was not to be diſſolvd of Fifty Days without their own Conſent. This ex- 
traordinary Step was ſoon follow'd by another, an AQ, That the Parliament ſhould not 
be diſſolved, prorogued,” or adjourn di but by Act of Parliament; nor the Houſe of Parliament 
adjourn'd hut by themſelves reſpectively. 1 need not be particular in recounting the Con- 
ſequences of this AR of Parliament; for every one knows, that Set of Men, when they 
had thus continued themſelves, never ſtopp'd till they had murder'd' the beſt of Princes, 
and entirely ſubverted our Conſtitution both in Church and State. 
S con after the Reſtoration of King Charles the Second, the Ac for the preventing 
the Inconveniences happening by the long Intermiſſion of Parliaments'was repealed, 
becauſe derogatory to the Prerogative, and becauſe it might be an Occaſion or many 
' Miſchiefs and Inconveniences, and endanger the Publick Peace and Safety; but at the 
fame time it is declared and enaQted; That becauſe,” by the ancient Laws and Statutes Har 
lliaments are to be held very often, the Sitting and Holding of Parliaments ſhall not be inter- 
mitred above Three Tears at the moſt, This Law not having been ſo well obſerved as It 
ought to have been at the Reyolution in the Convention Parliament, r — bt 
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bought neceſſary to declare the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, after inany Ptesches 


f- A PR K K N 
＋ 7 1 N 


4 ; had been made upon them, it was among other things declared, That Parliaments ought to 


WE. 


e held frequently; and what follows in that Act is very ſtrong, for itdeclares and enaQts, 


at all and ſingular the Rights and Liberties aſſerted and claimed in the ſaid Declaration, are 


e Indubicable Rights and. Liberties of the te this Kingdom, and en be Ae 
1 7 allowed, adju ed, and, taken to be 5 and all the Particulars thereof, be and voy 
TJ bolden and: obſerved, , as they are expreſſed in the ſaid Declaration. The Right claimed and 
aſſerted, is, That Parliaments" ought to be held frequently; and ſoon after à ne Par- 


. © 
„ 


iament was called, which ſate annually : But this was not looked upon to be 4 cm- 
phins with the Right claimed, and therefore after that Parliament had fare Three 


imes, in the Fourth Seſſions, it was thought neceſſar to come to a farther Explication, 


is well known how they came to miſcarry in this Houſe ; but in the ſucceeding Seſſion, 4 


But before it is altered, 1 hope it will be ſhewn, that what is aſſerted in the Preamble, 


and Inf, e new Parliaments tend very much to the happy Union and good Agreement 


A | of the, King and his People. The firſt Propoſition is inconteſtible ; and the latter, 1 


think, will not be denied: For frequent and new Parliaments create a Confidence 
between the King and his People, a very neceſſary Step towards an Union and good 


b. Hearts of them, this is the ſureſt way; and I am perſuaded this Houſe will never 


'F would at this time in direct Terms be for perpetuating themſelves 3 yet if they conſent. 


conſent to any thing that may prevent the one, and intercept the other. 


1 


IQ cannot entertain ſo unworthy a Thought of this Houſe, that any Gentleman in it, 


to this Bill, 1 ſhall reckon they are doing it; for tho? it only prolongs this Parliament 


Peoples Choice again; do they think that the great and memorable Things this Parlia- 


r. making this Alteration in our Laws and Conſtitution, which will certainly have 4 


my poor Opinion, K—, L—s and Cs, can no more continue a Parliament beyond its na- 
tural Duration, than they can make a Parliament. I know at extraordinary JunQures; 
Conventions have been turned into Parliaments, but it has been thought ad viſeable ſoon to 


in your Statute Book, where all the Acts of a Parliament were declared void and repeal'd, 
. becauſe the Parliament was unlawfully ſummoned, and the Members not duly choſen. 


I need not urge farther, that the wiſeſt Governments that have preſerv'd a Face of 
Liberty, have never continued thoſe long, with whom they have entruſted the ſupreme 
Power. That by this Bill, you will have all the Miſchief of a long Parliament, with- 


out any the Good of a ſhort one. 


And that a Standing Parliament, and a Standing Army are convertible, and only ne- 


. ceſſary to ſupport one another. 


may have two more Seſſions, if the King pleaſes” 


But 1 have already taken up ſo much of your Time, I ſhall only add, That for the 
ay I haye given, Iam againſt committing this Bill. N 


1 r BER... 


ſhall be firmly and ftrittly. 


and a Bill paſſed both Houſes , but was rejected by the Throne, for the frequent 
Ateeting and Calling of Parliaments. Others were attempted in the next Seſſion, and it 


Bill paſſed both Houſes, and had the Royal Aſſent. That is the Ac this Bill is to alter: 


is miſtaken, and has proved otherwiſe. . In the Preamble Two Things are aſſerted, 
That by the ancient Laws and Statutes of the Kingdom, frequent Parliaments ought to be held, 


Agreement. If the King would be acquainted with the People, and have more the 


for Seven Years, I cannot doubt, but hereafter there will be another for continuing it 
longer; becauſe before the end of this Term, the Reaſons will probably be ſtronger for 
it, than they are now: Neither can I imagine, that Gentlemen are afraid to truſt the 


ment has done for the Service and Benefit of their Country, will make them leſs ac- 
5 to tho D ? No one will ſay ſo; and then I ſee no Reaſon why they ſhould 
be fo 


very ill Effect upon the Minds of the People: For they will be ready to ſay, and with 
_ Reaſon, that after the expiration of Three Years, you are no longer their Repreſentatives, 
becauſe they choſe you to ſerve them no longer. With great Submiſſion 1 ſpeak. it, in 


determine them, and to paſs Acts in the ſubſequent Legal Parliaments, to confirm what 
they have done. And I make no doubt, but if this Bill paſſes into a Law, and this Par- 
liament is continued more than Three Vears, there will be an Act in the ſucceeding 
Parliament to confirm whatever ſhall be done after the Three Years. There is anInftance 


And that there can be no occaſion for. this Bill at this time, becauſe this Parliament 
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2 Interrup- To appeaſe the groundleſs Animoſities of the People. | 
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| E are told there is an abſolute Neceſſuy for the Bill which is now before you; © 
Y:Y' and that thoſe who oppoſe it, are no better than Friends to a Popiſh Pretender. 
But as I wiſh as well to his preſent Majeſty's Perſon and Government, as the moſt 
zealous for his Service, I ſhall never reign my Opinion to Werds only, and betray my 
Truſt to ſerve the Purpoſes of a Mir. CORY Meas 16+" 
I cannot but think this Bill, if it paſs into a Law, will highly infringe the Liber- 
ties of the People; and as I can by no means aſſent to the Reaſons that are offered 
to prove it neceſſary, ſo I ſhall heartily give my Negative to it. W 
1 don't wonder to hear a Neceſſity urged for altering the Conſtitution of our 
+ Offeace Parliaments, by thoſe Þ who have given up their own. 07 uy 
wes taken by The Chief Arguments made uſe of for it, as it repeals the Triemial AF, and con- 
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£ g 


Words, which tinues the preſent Parliament, are, 


* 


. _ To avoid Expences, which frequent Elections occaſion, to the impoveriſhing of 


procc ede d. 


many Gentlemens Families. 3 3 . 7 
| To obviate tumultuous Riots and Aſſemblies, which might give a Handle to a Se- 
cond Rebellion: And laſtly Ne VF N 
To further our Alliances abroad. | PE 
How we can poſſibly expect to quiet the groundleſs Animoſities of the People by 
this Bill, I moſt own, I am at a Loſs to imagine, unleſs ſtripping them of their moſt 
valuable Priviledge, which they and their Anceſtors bave for many Ages paſt exer- 
'd and enjoyed, may be thought a proper Expedient to reconcile their Affections, 
and endear the preſent Adminiſtration to them. A ar ed eo OLE 
The Expences at Ele&ions are merely voluntary, and if any one ſuffers by then 
he has none to blame but himſelf, and 1 ſcarce believe Gentlemen to be' ſerious in 
this particular; for let us look but a little backward, and trace this miſchievous Evil, 
this growing Corruption, that needs ſach an extraordniary Remedy to its Original, 
and we ſhall find it has its riſe from the ſame Place whence the Ren ropos'd had XZ 
its Beginning: And that former itt Miniſtries, the better to orward their inter 73 
. Views, have, by ſending their Agents through the Kingdom at an sf rr Ele- 
Aion, debauch'd the People with the publick Aoney, to that pitch of Corruption we 
are now arrived. Tis otherwiſe impoſſible to give an Account how ſo many Sentle- 
men are choſen to ſerve in Parliament in Counties and Places, where they have no 
viſible Eſtates or Intereſt z nay, ſome perhaps whoſe Names were never beard of in 
the County a Month before the Election. 3 : N 
The Rebellion. is happily now at an end, and the Government ſo much better ſecured 
againſt Riots and tumultuous Aſſemblies, by the wholeſome Laws provided by the 
Wiſdom of this Parliament, that little or no Danger can be reaſonably apprehended 
from thence ; eſpecially if we conſider the Number of Forces prudently quartered 
throughout the Kingdom, ſufficieat to ſuppreſs the meſt daring Commotioas that ſhall 
be attemyted. 2 nV „„ 
The laſt Reaſon made uſe of to prove the Neceſſity of this Bill, is, that 'twill enable 
the Government the better to Treat and Negotiate Foreign Alliances. | 
But ſurely thoſe who make uſe of this as an Argument, are Strangers to the Conſti- 
tution of England; for by the known and ſtanding Law of the Land, the Right of ma- 
king Peace and War, Treaties and Alliances, are uadeniably the King's Prerogative; 
and his Majeſty may exerciſe that Right, as to him ſeems beſt, and moſt for the 
Good and Beaefit of his People, without Application to Parliament, either to ap- 
prove. or confirm. But admitting that of late Years, Parliaments have thought them- 
ſelves entitled to interpoſe their Advice ia Treaties and Alliances (though I deny 
it to be their Right) this is an Argument ſingly ſufficient with me to ſupport the 
Triennial Bill. For ſuppofing a Miniſtry ſhall at any time Negotiate an Alliance pre- 
judicial to the Intereſt of England, and by their Arwfice impoſe upon a Parliament, 
to approve and confirm it; is it not a peculiar Happineſs, that ſuch a Parliament 
will quickly have an end? and that the People have it in their Power by another, 
which muft ſoon be called, to correct the Miſdeeds of ſuch a Miniſtry, and prevent 
the further ill Coaſequznees of ſuch a Treaty to the Nation? | 
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But allowing the Arguments that are made uſe of ſufficient to prov 
ſity of Repealing the Triennial Bill at preſent, I would beg leave to conſider, whe- 
ther it be in our Power - no, to continue the preſent Parliament beyond the time 
for which the People choſe us. © , a 
— as for my pare Part, I freely declare it as my Opinion, (though I ſhall al- 
ways acquieſce in the Judgment of the Majority) that the Purport of this Bill, ſo 
far as it relates to the Continuance of this preſent Parliament, is not within the 
Compaſs of the Truſt repos' d in us, by the People. And to fatishe Gentlemen 
that I am not ſingular in this Opinion, I would beg their Patience to read to them 
a Paſſage or two ſrom Mr. Lock's Treatiſe of Government. 1038 

The Power of the Legiſlative (ſays he) being derived from the People by a poſitrve vo- 
luntary Grant and Inſtitution,--can be no other than what that poſitive Grant corveyed ; 4 
which being only to make Laws and not Legiſlators, the Legiſlative can have no Power of _— 
transferring their Authority of making Laws, and placing it in other Hands. 3 2 
© | Again he lays it down as a Rule, That when the Society bas placed the Lag iſtatius 4 
in any Aſſembly of Men to continue in them and their Succeſſors, the Legiſlative can never A 
A revert to the People whilſt that Government laſts, becauſe having provided a Legiſlature, 
with Power to continue for ever, they have given up their Political Power to the Legiſta- 


tive and cannot reſume it. 1 1 1 s 
Bir if they have ſet Limits to the duration of their Legiſlative, and made this Supreme 
Power in any Perſon or Aſſembly only temporary: At the Determination ef the Time ſet, 
it reverts to the Society, and the People have a Right to place it in new Hands, | 
l beg Pardon for the Length ef the Quotation; but as the Author, in his Life LR 
time, was always eſteemed a Man of great Learning and Candour, and no ways ſuſ- 
pected as di ſaffected to the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hannover, I could not omit. 
taking notice of the Sentiments of ſo great a Man, ſo conducive to a right under- 
ſtanding of the Point now in Queſtion- Tg ; . 
And if theſe Poſitions are true, the Inferences are very obvious: The People of 
England have 4 fundamental indiſputable Right to appoint their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
. ment, and by a Law ſtill in Being for Three Tears, and no longer (ſubject to the King's 
Power of Diſſolution) have choſen us their Repreſentatives, in purſuance of that Lam; 
and therefore, whenever that Triennial Term ſhall expire, have 4 Right to choſe 


Now öſiͥ...  — — We —. mgm mee Bi ———— —— —— 3 e, ; 
It may be objected, That when the People have once conſtituted the Legiſlative, 
that the Legiſlature is thereby veſted with the whole Power of their Electors: 
And it connot be denied, but generally ſpeaking it will hold true. And. the Peo- 
ple of England having choſen us to Repreſent them, we are thereby empower'd, not 
only to make Laws, but to alter or repeal any Law in Being as we ſhall think fit, 
for their Benefit and Security, and they will undoubtedly be bound thereby. But 
then this is to be underſtood, where the Subject-Matter of the Laws we make is 
within the Compaſs of the Truſt which the People have or may at leaſt be ſup- 
poſed to delegate to us; and its an ill Way of Reaſoning to aſſert, that we have 
2 Power to do what we cannot do without Prejudice to thoſe we Repreſent. 
The Right of electing Repreſeatatives in Parliament, is inſeparably iaherent in 
2 the People of Great- Britain, and can never be thought to be delegated to the Re- 
preſentatives, unleſs you'll make the Elected to be the Elector; and at the ſame 
time, ſuppoſe it the Will of the People, that their Repreſentatives ſhould have 
it in their Power to deſtroy thoſe that made them, whenever a Miniſtry ſhall think it 
neceſſary to ſcreen themſelves from their juſt Reſentments : This would be to deſtroy 
the Fence to all their Freedom, for it we have.a Right to continue our ſelves 
one Year, one Month, or Day, beyond our Triennial Term, twill unavoidably 
follow, we have it in our Power to make our ſelves Perpetual 3 and whatever Ne- 
ceſſity we may be reduced to hereafter, Matters are nor yet in that apparent bad 
Condition, to convince the People there's a preſent occaſion for this dangerous la- 
2 novyation in their Conſtitution. 1 N Ty 
4 To ſay that the paſſing this Bill is not to graſp to our ſelves the Right of Ele- 
ion, but only to enlarge the time for calling new Parliaments, is a manifeſt Fal- 
lacy ; for whenever our Three Years are expired, we can no longer be ſaid to 
ſubſiſt by the Choice of the People, but by our own Appointment; and it's a Jeſt to tell 
me, I have a Right to that which another has a Right to take from me. 1 
Whoever will conſider well the Frame and Nature of our Conſtitution, will figd 


* 


Wee for every Circumſtance needful for the Security of a free People. 
We are guarded by our Repreſentatives in Parliament, againſt any Arbitrary Eu- 
.croachments of the Supreme Executive Power; and by equeat and new Parlia- 

| C : ments, 


. Le 
as 


both at Home and Abroad ſo watc tha Ele caſi 
| kindle the Rebellion, and be deſtructiye to the Peace and Security öf the Government, 


as great, ſuppoſe the Faction (ſpoke of I 
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nients, againſt the Weakneſs, Folly, and Corruptibm of our Repreſentatives: A nd 


_ though many, Inſtances may be given of long Intermiſſions of Parliaments, yet that 


does by no means prove frequent and new Parliaments not to be | 

Conſtirution ; and its obvious to every impartial Perſon, that — 8 
Conſtitution is defeQive. © Por theſe: Reaſons Þ cannct approve of this Bill: I think 
it an open Violation of the People's Liberties, or to ſpeak moſt mildly of it, a 
Breach of our Truſt in that part which will moſt ſenſibly affect them; and of that 
il Tendency in its Conſequence, that as nothing hut the Security of the Miniſtry 
can make it at this time needful, ſo nothing but a Standing Force can make it 
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Know my Duty to this Houſe, and the Conſequence of unguarded Expreſſions bet- 
1 ter, than to ſay, That, by any Bills we have already paſled, we have made ſo 


wide a Gap ig the Conſtitution, that the Fence of the Laws is in 4 manner deſtroyed > 
or that, by any thing we have done, we have paved the Way to a Deſpotick and 
Military Government, the greateſt Calamity can befal a free-born People. Such Le- 
ect ions may come from Perſons without Doors, Who, tho they may with Juſtice com- 
plain when their Liberties are invaded, yet they cannot always enter into the Depth | 
and Wiſdom of our Councils, and are too apt to cenſure what they do not underſtand. 


No Member can regularly arraign any Bills the ſame + ion they have obtained the 


9 ( ; 


Force and Sanction of Laws. But, this Bill (tho' it hath already got through the 


mo#t difficult Part of its Paſſage, tho' it will in Probability be the next Law that 
ſhall be made) is yet unpaſſed, is yet before us for our Conſideration, and we have 
a Right to treat it with Freedom: Freedom ef Speech, 1 preſume, will not only be 


bo 


Day hath raiſed an univerſal Expectation throughout the Kingdom, fo Gentlemen who 
are more able (none is more willing than my ſelf) will appear with Reſolution and 


allow d, but is expected on this Occaſion. 1 hope therefore, as the Buſineſs of this 


 Spirie in this important Debate, in this perhaps our lat Struggle for the Liber- 


ties of thoſe we Repreſenr. nas 


—— — 


I think, then, all the Arguments which have been uſed for this Bill are grounded oh 


| . ö . s 3 a — | ad» eb ig vs} im; a 925 NN * 
eee, wee and Imagination on, are either rin in hemſeives,” er deere tn. 


their Conſequence... ©. i, ads . 
One main 2 urged both in the Preamble of the Bill, and in the Debates of Gentle- 
men who are for it, is this 23 N66 a . rahen ines > & 

That the Diſafetions of the People are ſo great, and the Enemies of the Government 
ful, that new Elections will occaſion new Riots, re- 


* 


* * 


Time of its Diſſolution uncertain. 


£ 


which will all be prevented by continuing this & 0 O P Parliament, and making the 
If this Argument be apply'd to the Miniſtry, I can only aniwer, that it is no con- 
cern of ours, Whether. they have render'd themſelves odious to the People, or not. 


' They are more properly the Object of our 1 55 than of our Care, They may be 
| I 


deſtroyed, and the Government ſubſiſt. But it it be apply'd to His Majeſty, às it 
muſt be to make it «ry Iuducement to paſs this Bill, I will venture to ſay, that none 
of thoſe, who are called Enemies to the Government, and Abettors of the Rebellion, could 
have offered an Argument ſo injurious to His Majeſtys Honour. For with what Face 
can any good Subject inſinuate, that in the Infancy of his Reign he hath deprived himſelf 
of the Love and Affections of a People, who ſo lately received him with the utmoſt 


Expreſſions of Joy? What an u juſt Idea muſt this give of his mot mild and gra- 


cious Government ? But the Aſſertion is the more injuriow, becauſe it is entirely ground- 
leſs. For when theſe pretended Diſaffections were at the higheſt,” it appear'd how 
impotent they were, how far from being univerſal, by the eaſy and ſudden Suppreſſion of 
the Rebellion; and by Conſequence how abſolutely his Majeſty reigned in the Hearts 


of his Subjects. Now the Kebellion is ſuppreſſed, if there ſtiould be any Remains of 


thoſe who are ill diſpoſed, the Fate of their Friends (whilſt the Terror of it is freſh on 
their Minds) will reſtraia them from any future Attempt. Beſides, the Hands, of the . 
Government are ſtrengthened. The Habeas-Corpus-A is not only now, but may be 
again ſuſpendea : You have.a numerous Standing Army diſtributed chro' the Ringdom, 
to controul and awe unruly Spirits. Et 1appoſe the Diſaffetions of the People to be 


in the Preamble 55 as reſtleſt and defighing, 
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* axis, afew'd;, ls this, the. yay to'excingaiſh Avimaſies to. heal Divi, and. 
reconcile Parties ? No, I, it wil rather create D:ſcontents, where there are none al- 
ready: It will rather give Occaſiqn to thoſe that are Difaffefed to rail at the Proceedings, 

to ſay, that your Action are ſuch, that ou dare not venture on new Election, 3 and 
who knows what ſuch Suggectiont may produce ? Tis poſlible when the Three Tears (for 
which you are nom choſen) ſhall expire, they may inst, that they are amepreſented 
in Parliament; and this will be a better Handle, a more plauſible Foundation, for the Fa- 
#ion.to work upon, than they could have at the Time of 4 regular Election. Now 
if the Continuance of this Parliament be intended only to calm Mens Minds, and that ir 
is hoped #his Srorm may by. degrees ſubſide, Gentlemen will be pleaſed to conſider, 
that we are but a little above 4 Tear ola, though we have done ſo many great and 
glorigus Things, and that there will be no Neceſſity (as the Law ſtands) of 4 Di/- 
Tolution this Tear and Half; and that no Body can imagine Diſcontents will laſt ſo long 

under ſo WISE, ſo UNERRING, fo PACIFICK an Adminiſtation, as we 
now enjoy. e e, ee, eee en od eee e e 
*. I Reaſon inſiſted, on is, That as the Continuance of this Parliament may 
prevent, Commerions at. Home, ſo it may hinder any Invaſion from Abroad; by encou- 


T ma. nt Allies to enter into nem Treaties with us, which they will not 
. weld F ti The 


This is a Secret which, in my humble Opinion, ought not to have been revealed; | 
this is an Argument highly improper to be urged in a Britiſh Parliament: For it 
ſuppoſes, that our Allies ſcribe to our Councils, and that they expect we ſhould 
alter the preſent Frame af our Conſtitution, before they will favoir us with their Friend- 
ſhpips; which is a Thought not to be endured in this Place, wherk ſo many Millions : 


have been; raiſed” for their Service; and muſt move the Indignation of every Zngliſh- . 
man, eſpecially if it comes from. any State that firſt received its Being, and after- 
wards its Protection, from England. I hope never to ſee this Nation brought ſo low, 


that the Crown ſhall be directed (as was once attempted) when to remove or keep Its 


P * 
: 


Miniſters, when to diſſolve or continue its Parliaments. Sir, His Majeſty, as King of 
Great Britain, is the Arbiter of Europe, and may dictate to other Nations. They will; 
for their own ſakes,. cewrt his Friendſhip: They have always found their Account in 
being Allies to the Crown he wears. The Britiſh Treaſure and the Britiſh Armies have 

made them triumph gver rnelr Enemies, and eſtabliſhed The Ballance they wanted. 


2 Tis farther ſaid, that by hi, Bill you will reſtore the Prerogative to part of its 

Power, which is cramp'd by the Triennial Aft. Now if this Bil is to be underſtood 
to relate to Alliances, it weakens. and not ſtrengthens the Prerogative. For it is an 
Inſinuation, that the People have ſomething to do in making Treaties, which muſt 
ever be denied by the Friends of the Crown, where the ſole undiſputed Right is lodged 
by the Conſtitution of this Kingdom. Beſides, if that was any Conſideration here; 
this Argument is allo a Reflection on the preſent Miniſtry, who are to have the Ho- "AJ 
nour to adviſe His Majeſty in any Alliances he ſhall think fit to make: For it hath-an „ 
Appearance, as if they durſt not look a new Parliament in the Face; or, as if by A 
ſome Demerit or other, they ſhould not continue in their Poſts (without the Help 
of this Bill) long enough to aſſiſt in ſupporting thoſe, Alliances when made. Tis 
true, we have had ot. late a ſort of Triennial Miniſtries, as well as Parliaments. But | | 
we are to hope that the preſent Ser of Miniſters (who ſo far ſurpaſs all their Predeceſſrs "i 
in WISDOM and VER TUE) will behave ſo well, as to deſerve the Continuance — 

of His Majefty's Favour, and the Kingdom's Approbation. Their Friends therefore 
ought (Per to reject, than to enforce this Argument, as reflecting on them, and 
e . nt ne Rt 
here is another Reaſon, drawn from the great and continued Expences occaſioned by 

frequent Elections, which is ſo weak, that it ſcarce deſerves to be taken Notice or. 

For every Gentleman js a Fudge of his own Fant LAG whether he will, or cas, 

be at the neceſſary Exgences of an Election; corrupt ones are not to be ſuppoſed, eſpe- 


Ts Houſe, which, all FE eier, ae without the lealc 

HUARY EF LION, Without the leaſt VIOLENCE, without the leaſt I MPRO- 

FAR, (NFL a MDE wh oo On 

s That frequent Parliament: re t 

ang hinder .Candidages, from being nie in the Diſtribution of itz tis equally 

Trifling with the, ealon laſt, m toned, and, 11 any, is an Argument only for : 
P » Be Wi | —_ b 1 | *. | | 

Hopes o eh A eat in a/Trienmial Parliament, will, by the ſame Principle, be 

2; lite: warged by bis Expectation of 


ENG E whatſoever, -. (a A ra Poa rag 
As to What is fai x; 4 Ng he Cauſe of ab ſtructing Juſtice; 
Bez Ae RO"IOS: expetual. Fot be who will, be a great deal byaſſed by, his 
u of Atring in, a Sfenmal one, and he ought in 
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neither Caſe to be a Member of this Houſe : For nothing can effeQually cure ſuch a 
Dagger J it will never be able to reſiſt greater Temptationt, and Court - Preferments. 
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hefe are the chief Arguments for paſſing this Bill; and I humbly conceive they 


now appear to be of no great Weight : But the Reaſons for letting the Law ſtand as it 
does, are ſuch as, in my Opinion, cannot receive an Anſwer. 


oY 


* 1 


Firſt, If there were not abundance of other Arguments againſt this Bill, the manner of 


its ming hither is a ſufficient ObjeRion to It. "Tis ſeat from the Lords, and as it 
Chiefly relates to our ſelves, I ſhou'd apprehend it inconſiſtent with our Honour 
to receive it. We ought to imitate the Sp:rir, which our Predeceſſors ever ſhewed in re- 
ſiſting all Attempts of this kind, all Appearances of Innovation by the Lords. Our Predeceſſors 
were ſo very jealous of their Privileges, that they never failed to exert themſelves, 
even on the [ſmalleſt and moſt minute Occaſions. Shall we then? Shall this GLORIOUS 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, be fo ſar from doing that, as humbly to take a new - 9 


Model of our Conſtitution from Them? Surely we ſhall not ſir tame, and acquieſce 


me any, when They ſhall think fit to ſtrike at the Foundations of this Houſe. 


But if Any here could be inclinable to receive the Dictates of the Lords, or, to 


ſpeak out, the Dictates of the Miniſtry; I humbly apprehend it is not in our Power 


to conſent to this Bill. For I cannot conceive, by any Rule of Reaſon or Law, that 


gated to us, or that by virtue of that Authority we can deſtroy the Fundamental 


we, who are only Repreſentatives, can enlarge to our own Advantage the Authority dele= 


Rights of our Conſtituents. I know indeed, that the Notion of the Radical Power of 
the People hath been extended to a Degree of Extravagance and Abſurdity, whic 
I wou'd never be ſuppoſed to contend for. But it is ſelf-evident, that this Power, 


with relation to the Part we bear in the Legi/lature, is abſolutely, is ſolely,” in the 
Elettors, You have no Legiſlative Capacity, but what you derive from them. You. 


were Choſen under the Triennial Af, and cou'd only be choſen for three Tears, un- 
leſs they còu'd convey more to others, than they had in themſelves ; unleſs they cou'd 
give us a longer Term to, repreſent them, then they cou'd claim at the time of 
their choice to be repreſented, Our Truſt therefore is a Triennial Truſt,” and if we 


eadeavour to continue it beyond its legal duration, from that inſtant we ceaſe to ä 
be the Truftees of the People, and are our own Eletors; from that inſtant we at by 
lve of Alter pe 

is a Do- 


an aſſumed Power, and creft à nem Canfſtiturian If we could diſſolve 
Form of any one Part of the Legiſlature, why not of the whole? And that 


ine I preſume will not be advanced here; I am ſure it will never be allowed in an- 


tber Place. But I know it is a very unacceptable way of Speaking, to diſpute the 


Power of thoſe to whom one ſpeaks, and it, may be thought a Preſumption if 1 ſhon'd 


affirm in tis preſent Parliament (which hath given ſo many Proofs of its O MN 
OTE NC Ez) that even the whole Legiſlature cannot do every thing. I muſt however 


always be of Opinion, that though it is a rece, ved Maxim in Cvil Science, that the . 
ſipre me Legiſlatuſ e cannot be bound; yet it is an implied Exception muſt be underſtood, 


that it is reſtrained from ſubverting the Foundations on which it ſtands; and that it 


ought not on any Pretence whatſoever, to touch, or alter, thoſe Laws, which are ſo 


far admitted into the Conſtitution, as to become eſſential Parts of it. I am alfo of 
Opinion, that we cannot paſs th Bill, becauſe it wou'd be an InfraQion of the 
Act of Union, which | hear almolt every Day in this Place called an irrepealable and 


a fundamental Law. But ſince the Kepreſentatives of North- Britain are ſatisfied in that 


Point, it wou'd be highly impertinent in me to ixſiſt upon it. . 
But if nothing ſtocd in your way, if it was never ſo much in your Power, I think 
you ought not to repeal the Trienmal Act, except in the laſt Exrremuy, and in the 
moſt imminent Danger of the State. This Law was one of the Hut, of the Ke- 
volution. This Law reſtored the Freedom and Frequency of Parliaments, ſo far as was 


conſiſtent with the Circumſtances of that Reign, which was involved in a War, and 


had occaſion for conſt ant and heavy Taxes. This Law was a Conceſſion made to the 


People by King William, in the midſt of his Difficulties, and I own the Policy of thoſe 
Minifters, who ſhall adviſe his Majeſty, to give his Koyal Aſſent to the Repealing of 
it, is of too refined and delicate a Nature for my Underſtanding. For ſince hi: Ma. 


$ 7 


jeſty hath been pleaſed to propoſe that Prince as a Pattern to himſelf, and is pur- 


ſuing bis Sieps with ſo much Glory, it will be Matter of Aſtoniſhment to thoſe who 


are not in che Secret of Affairs, to ſee, that in the Reiga'of the one King every 
Thing ſhou'd be done to enlarge the Liberties of the People, and to reſtrain his Sue- 


ceſſors from being capable of relapſing into the Errors and Abuſes of former Prin- 


ces; and that in the Reign of the other, there ſhould be the /raſt Appearance of do- 


ing any thing which might but ſeem to /trerch the Prerog ative, to tavade and ſhock the 


Rights and Privileges of the Subject, when both ſhall be found to Rule by the ſame 


Principles of Liberty, and by the ſame. Maxims of Government. 
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3 we, have of the firſt, mſtitution; of. them, and the Two As of Edward the Third, but 
| „na ſtill extant, and by ſeverul Autbentick Inſtruments and Records; 
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anempten, and he continued his laſt Parliament ad libitum without Reproof. But tis well 


e-. forbid we ſhou'd have 
any Keſunblance of thoſe Times; for that Parliament acted like Slaves, and that King 


4 
js 


\ 
* 
* 


1 125. bnd 
grounded 

the Cre W. 
or Annmalyat leaſt), ap 


* 


2 


pears not only from the beſt Accbiun- 


wy. the Writs of Summons It | . 
ee dae Aory it might be on any other Occaſion, I am ſenſible, that a Deduction 
of cthe;:Hiſtary af ancient Parliament as than wenge Jueceſively:called,)wou'd"be very te- 
lows, and nent ert ging in this Dehn h and! Wild therefore only. mention Two: Reovede: 
One, is. that fowow! loſtrument of, Edward the Firſt, concerning the ante cron, thei 
claimed by the Popes! from the Cromm ef Englands wherein he takes notice, that Tome 

Arrears, incurred on that He ern Fan ten ene £0. mende 
CCC ars As) Anglia conſuevit." But 
he promiſes that he would recomend, the Payment of the Money due, in alio Parlia- 
inte Sancti Mioharlis proxime futuri imtendimus dante Domina cele- 
reſentation from the Parliammt to Richard the Second: 


brare. The other Record is a R 
Song Paſlages of. which are theſe— Quad ex antig . m 
bull G approbath, enjut:contratietati diti non voſehit. That the King is to call Dominos 
Eroceres regni atqʒ communes ſemel in anno ad Parliamentum ſuum tanquam ad ſummam 
curium totius regni- That if the Ring ——4 Parttamento ſuo ſe alienaverit ſug> ſponte 
non aliquꝗ inſinmitate aut aliqua alia de cauſd neceſfitatis ſed per immoderatam vol untaem 


proter 


puli ſui & gravihus expenſis eorum nn curans ex tun licitum omnibus & ſingulis eorum abſ. 

que domigenis Regis redire ad propria & unicuiq; corum in Patriam ſuam remeare. 

From the former of theſe Records, tis obyious te obſerve, that Edward the Firſt (who 
1 of the Laws of his Kingdom, that 


was one. of our beſt Princes, and: ſo great a Preſer 
he is jyftly(called by aur Hiſtorians tbe Engliſh Juſtini an) choſe rather than to, prolong the 


ſitting of his Parliaments beyond their uſual time to diſſolve one, tho? it had hot finiſhed. - 
its aceſſury Buſineſs, and to ſummon. another within the ſpace of a few Months, 
(who is ſaid to be ore 
of the worſt Kings that ever ſate on the Throne of England) by abſenting himſelf from. 


From the other tis very remarkable, that Richard the Second 
the Buſineſs of Parliam 


ente, and by that meaus continuing their Seſſions beyond their 


and Was atilaſt, for ſuch Practices amongſt other Things, depoſed. | 


knownzi What: exorbita#r. Powers they veſted him with; and God 
acted like 4 Tyrant. 


Bot if 7e Friennial Zum had not been grounded on the Reaſons of Artiquiryyratd 


0 4 | | ſonable Indulgende from 
the Trine to the Peaqpie, Who had ſtruggled for the Revolution, on Account) of the 


the original Uſage of Parliament; it was no more than a re 


Abuſes of Parliaments, and the Endeavours to render them In 
Prince once denied his Royal Aſſent to it: But he afterwards conſidered, that it could 
be no Diminution of his Prerogative, no Blemiſh to his Regal Power, to retrieve the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of Parliaments, 

Pari of that Conſtitution he came to ſave ; and this he found he coa'd only do by the 
frequent calling of them. 5 3 


Beſides, this Law was not only a reaſonable Indulgence to the People, as hath been 
faid, in that it gave them f- 


frequent Opportunities of changing their Members, when they 


did not approve their Behaviour, and was of Advantage to the Publick, in makin : 
proved of great 


2 than . and Cirrumſpection: But it 
Servict to the nn! For by frequent Parliaments the Crown cu *only now/the im- 
mediane Senſe of the: Nation, which ö 2 


1Owever oppoſite to Tome Projects and Schemes an a&ive Mindſtry 
appeal to ernie Amber, Whether they think, or can imagine, that the Crows 
caud have got half tiu 
new and freſh: Bleſt ions. Such grie vm 
CO fate and c, Parliamemnes; There is no 

uma, do be 56.1 by-a Law;{te lo what in Fuſtece: to th Subjef}, and 


1 620 do wit Lam. Wr 2:41 gnigqeod 0 
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ad; had not been raiſed, as they onght to have been in 


ve ſe ſubtraxerit per abſentiam temporis quadraginta dierum tanquam de vexatione Po- 


Aa Reigns after this Henry-the. Eighth acconpliſbed what Richard the Second only 


as they were his Spee as they were the Eſſential 


Y which is abſolutely: neceflary for a Prince tu know on all prear 
— ———_— However inconuenient this Law may nom be thought: to —— Cron =, — 3 
may have in view, I 
Aaney 1t-hath been ſapply'd with ſince the Revolhrian, but by 
and perpetuai Tuues wou'd- never have been tndured 
jury or 'Diſhonavy thereſoiè to the 
0 1 Cinpenience 
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equently. For, chat Parliament were 


und ex. antique Statuto habens, &. conſuetudine lau- 


ſignificant. Tis true, e. 
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Doctrine, a ſuch as was neyer before dene by 7 


Britain. ©» 


morſe of Conſcience for 


I win preſume to ſay, what it cannot be. It cannot be a De 


which to its eternal Infamy overrurned. the beſt Conftiention in de World, the 9 . 


ment. The Duration of this Form 


1 1 . | | SE 4 
But if you had a Power to repeal this Lam, and exerciſe that power, the Peg le 
0d be in. a much worſe Condition, than if it had never been e to them, Fhey 
would be bound up for ever 1 nr; the only Way effectnally and irretqbe“ 
rably to loſe their Liberties. They would, 1 Wop (their mme eondectit 
ſhort and Freq nent Parliaments, add eſtabliſn long and Penſſon d ones; which is 4 ew 
the Commons of ortet. 


8 0 


Surely there muſt We ſins Hires daft, ſome lane Reaſon for burrying on "this Bit 
in fo ecipitate à manner. The-trait' Reaſon, I believe, is not declared; and for 4 
Part, I cannot but ſuſpe&, that the Miniſtry have Jome Thing to do which they 
prehend will not be acceptable to a new Parliament; and which will not ſtand eg 
of the Nation. I ſay, it muſt be ſomething they have to do. For I am confident they 1. f 
not Self condemn themſelves, for what they have already done. They have no e- 
apprehending ſo many hundred Gentlemen, and confining them in 
no ſo many Months without Hanwinarion. For ſuch Confinements were not on 

ary to ſuppreſs the Rebellion, but we have been told were intended as a Favour 
21 Kinaneſs to the Perſons who were ſo confined.” It muſt therefore be ſome new Work 
they have upon their Hands; what that Work is, 1 will not any to gueſs: But 
to aboliſh the Lm 
tations of the Act of Settlement, with Relation to Foreigners; becauſe that is no leſs 
then an open violation of our nem Mayne Charta, and an entire Infraction of our 
Original Contract, as the Government now ſtands. 

fear I have quite wearied your Patience, but — „ the Subj ie will in 
ſome Meaſure excuſe: me, and I have but a very few erde now to wx I hope. 
you will rejef and not commit this Bill. For there is nothing more certain, than that £ 
it will be to your Diſhonour and Diſſervice to paſs it, if we may reaſon of what 
will be, by re Tg been. A 4 * _ will RY WE either Ver mi. 

pti „ | 


dable or con 
We have an inſtance of the ene in the her eee of | King Charles ah 2 


Monarchy of this Nation. 
We bare a Proof of the other in the long Parliament of Eg Charles the e 1 


. ask Pardon if I am 


"at ' 
others have ſaid. There was a famous Simile applied by Julian Jobnſon to this Parlia- 4 
ment, which I the rather mention, becauſe it was much applauded by the Parrons 
of Liberty, and Lovers of Parliaments. 3 and becauſe I know the Author is eſteemed above 
his Deſerts by ſore Gentlemen, who are now debating for long PaMliaments. Tis _ 
That a ſtanding Parliament will — ſragnate, and be 5 a me” e which LY r 


rown with Duc ki: meat. B 
I make no Application; no Man wil, or can, with ay Colour: of Truth: or Rea 


Z 
> 14 # Hd © 


ſon apply it to this. Parliament. This Parliament is ſo far from being a ſragnaring * 
Pool, that it might rather be compared to a rapid Stream, or an "RM iſtible” Nee 
which, it continued, will bear down all * it. 1 5 d- 
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Mr, © Speaker, 


3C | Vai 


C May: venture to affirm, that the Bill now: before you is "4 higher Concern to 
the Commons of Great Britain, than any that ever yet was before you. it takes 


away the Peoples Right of appointing their Repreſentatives; It deprives them of their 


= in the e _ in my Opinion, wounds the Conſtirutiva of Furie 
ments very deep. TENT 12 wol 
No Gentleman is i norant, that the. Frame off aur ee is. made. up of the | 
King, the Lordi, and the Commons. Theſe, with reſpect to each other, have ever been 
eſteem'd ſeparate, although ( (when put de they make but one entire Govern- 
Government in longer than in 

our neighbouring Countries, is manifeſtly owing to the Cars taken; dy -thaſe that 
went before us, in keeping theſe Three conſtituem Parti of the Political Body up to 


the Rules of their firſt „ by reſtraining each to its proper Bo Bounds, _ 


we © 8 . 5 . B 


* . wr 4 


13 iT 0 


r orerborn. or ſnallow'd. L by the other Tee However these f 


in ohe N be onder d, yet with regard to the Legiſlative 

80 ey aſt. conjun 8 The Aﬀent of _ + Boas. Laws wm 5 | 

bad bat the Manner of giving this Aſſent is different in be People from'what 
7 7 eee bf Jv by reaſon of their Nu cannot be 


it is in the” King and in 

rſonally preſent 4 the ng of Laws ; their, Aſſent can no otherwif be ſigni⸗ 

Fed than "by their R . The Diſadvantage the Common: are, in this reſpect, 

under, is in ſome * 1 rl hy the 9 m! in . framing of our Go, 
meat That t e tru Ee GEV: 5 TAY 3641360 

1 eher Eletions 02 be Free is nag ele . in out Written Za Tis in ; efeſly- 

A ing, Tit Thi 4 t ee the | ONE of a ret * the Wen. of che Og mou 


Finer! : 
07771 3 $ORALA 

bw | Porte 7 ati of this | Hauſe. renew d eyery Seſſion (that for Par to — him⸗ 
= /elf in the Election of 2 mbers. to ſerve for the Commons in Parliameit/i1 4 bigh Infringes. 
ment of the Liberties and Privileges of. the Commons, of Great Britain) ſufficientiy ſhews - 
| che Jexlpuſie: the Commons ever had of; the Lerdle inne in ae THEN, bf: Toy 7 
"2 e 1 (45 9 9 ? 16%; 4 31: * 


The Attempts madg 11 95 King 2 part rants influencing Elections have deen p 


-Þ cipally by office ers under the Nomination of of the Crown, As this Miſchief from time to ins 
8; 1 5 1255 were introduced providing againſt it. The Statute 7 H. 4. c. 15. (recites, 
1 Low! to be made at the grievous Complaint of the Commons of the Undue El:tions for Par- 
JF © Lament, 7 direcꝭs (a Fr mong keg Things) that Sheriffs ſhould proceed to Elections freely and 
X <« indifergntly, NOT ITUSTANDING. ANY COMMAND. TO THE CON- 

© TR ART. ih Many ſubſequent Laws were made for: preſerving to the People this 
Privilege (on which all other depend) of being fairy ful ro repreſented in Parliament... 
No leſs than Seven Act, were made in RK. 1 « Time r that Purpoſe: So greatly: 
did the Endeavours of. Officers, to influence Elections at that Time, abound. - The 
Statute of 3 . & A. c. I. takes notice, That the Officers of the Exciſeſ® y reaſon 

ef the Greatneſs of the Duty, and the extraordinary Powers given to them, had fre- 
27117. Threats or Promiſes, fo, far prevailed. on Eltftors, that they had been: "abſol weh 

1 © debar'd he Ls 14d #3 giving their Votes, which «cording to the known 3 on of 


hi, Kingdom, every Herſon ought to have and It then enacts am ſuch 0. 
= © ficer who per uades 4 2 22 any Fleftor from. ang hie Wore, ſhall 525 eit Our Hundred 
Pounds, able & executing any Office x to the Exc Another 
8 Law 


'Y "the like Nase was lately made in relation tothe Officers conteri'd. in col- 
"'M lecting the Poſt-Office Duc). Theſe Laws are now all to he laid afleep; Proviſions mide” 


l | for proteftigg the Peop e's. Right of Election muſt become taſignificant, if Elections N 


themſelves ate no long to be allow'd. 1 gen 


The Carè taken by the Founders of our Goverment to proferte-ety Right did not 

ſtop here; it was not ſufficient to that Purpoſe that Elections ſhould be Free, it was 

1 likewiſe neceſſary that they ſhould be Frequent. 

Ĩhe people's Right to frequent Elections was founded on fubſantial Reafor's Got: 

ſince They (who could act no otherwiſe than by Repreſentatives) were capable of be⸗ 

ing miſtaken in their Chaice, and the Perſon choſen liable to be tempted over to 4 

Dependance on the Crown, or on the Lordi, and thereby receive an undue Influence, 

it became neceſſary, that freque nt Opportunities ſhould: be given to the Commons to torritt'' 
their Choice, and thereby. prevent the , Danger which the Onithfueſoof their K f 
tative wight otherwiſe, bring upon them: 1 3451 


That the People had a Right to Frequent Elation is 1s made medionable b the | 
beſt of Arien PER PETU UAL SAGE, Do "IE 4.9 | 


5 yt 
From the 2 2 0 70 of Parliaments down, to the Time of)  Hentry. the kighth, not 


only from Records, b ut from the printed Statutes, the Frequency of Electiont does appear. 
The moſt repeated ec wichin that period of Time; are of Parliaments ter. 


mining within the 
than N ann $ of a Ther: 5090 Inſtance Where der een longer 


King Charles the Fit 
Parliaments ; but the 


7 pans oe Prince), was _ upon Governing without 
Veceſſiry of Affairs forcing; bim to change his Furpoſe, a Parlia- 


went Ag called in the Sixzeenth Year of His Reign, ity which a Law of in ear 


47 Nature Was pa ſsd, * N 5111 3} 
ar ar 9 Determi- 


: it Fre the King did not cal 4 As ble Three Tac 
nation of the precede 8 then the Lord Chancellor, &c. ſows ifs, Writ for tha 
at ſoon after 


* purpoſe ; with many other extraor 
petusted themſelves ( far as it was capable of being done 3) 11. * an Act made 


dinary Proviſions.” That Par 


dune ot mich Parliament were an e 


+ % 


touching divers mg Aﬀai's;"rontiyning Us; the State, 7 7 Defence 0 


6 baun, e . W cn i nel a 85 4 


Do 50 2 15 7250 an 46 bas ( 2 71 aob! 3 210 


be nt of rat 19 


e 


10 "> bt 28 3013 04 0 13 180 * NN. of the Evi W 11, 


Wah Statue of the nsch of iChailee the hrt pers repelfed by the 1 b 
of Charles 2, c 1% But notwithſtanding the fond 9 the Nation 


was. then 


in, even by the ſame Act it was declared, Thi by the Laws of t 35 Realm, Parliaments 
7 ars to be held very often; and d hs: bd ther hed be u Erg ens 94 7775 'G, Ame 
© bling; and Holding Parliaments once in Ihre N "at E Kae 


and eee, 


© That Parliaments ſhould not be intorminted above Thres Tear? at h 15 1 
8 t lenz 8 a 12 & A 


In Ring charles the Second's/Timeanother” Tütn of Poli 


to being the Houſt of Commots to the Bent of the” Anf "by the 

cation of Penſions to the Members. Such was the Modeſt even of 1910 7 

openly. and avewedly\to byafs Wane, \ thoſe, who nd 18 Kiſt tobe the. 5a. 
/entatives of the People: > · ns! NSR ok Fs Nr * 


' Rar the effecting 


to. call, 44 Parliament 8 


o Kingd 
do cauſe fe Twa to | be E efted R. Welte c. 
A the 83 Council I: 25 Zri- 


en 


6 CR Britain. It then requires, That the Sheri 
to alt in, and rumſent, to whit \ Jhul be N 


We 
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this pernicious Purpoſe of corrup ty the W it was n = 

F 91 that the Parliament lid be prolong di (which it was CF Eighteen pn nee; = 

which being privately given to many of the Members, and 0 ere ime ſuffi- - 

cient to gain upon others (not ſo far intruſted With the Secret) the Deſigu was ef- 
| fected And ſuch was the Behaviour of that Furliament, Thi 1 e * © name 4 'F. 
Nate of the Penſiſer: Parliament. N. Ali 2k - 311 No | 1. 0 KN 
The Attack thus made ga een egen by de 6 32 Vhe Peep 16 = 

of their Right of freq \ Eleffons, gave Birth'to the 1 e th e nfe Ned, = 

of the latention that Prince had of Amas bitnſelf a deſpotick Poder. „How un- 

eaſie the latter — his Rei became on what A ondf ht well know: „ ane the = 
| Nation. has felt the Effet of Ferment, and Diviſions: An mich Þ then aroſe, and b 1 
the Artifice of i deſgning Miniſters have been ever ſince co vat 70 = 
 -», The People being Fat 2doby: the narrow Bſtape their iis et : met with from % 
* Par Poa "id. (after much Struggle) 0 this * Henhial 1825 ee, b 
the only Remedy left for preſenv ing their ancien Ch l F1 
And now, after above a HUNDBREBD MIL EI 8 NS 85 5. the Peop ble i in order NA 
to. preſerve. their old Form of 'Governwent,” here is à Bill ſet ſent us by by the 796 :which,, 

if ir paſſes. maſt; expoſe us agen to the gr of Hag Which is chat fa eg 
4 rene e 3 5 _ = 
1a:the Time of duet, denen, (which began in 1 6620 the en of 
Temptation | in the 4 Hand were not ſo gb as they now are: [he cui Zit 
is well nigh double to what it chen was“ The De, pendance 10 the Crown. n gr eatl 5 
enlarged, by reaſon of the Hcrraſe of Officers fot ia She ging. the Publick, Revenue and. 
Funds: What Influence theſe may have upon an exhauſte Nation, under "The Ter- A 
ror which Forty Thouſand Regular Troops: carry with them, is eaſily  foxelh = 
No Wonder che Lards (who. are ever fond of Power)” haye fent us - OR hich 4 
' admits of their having a Share in the Nomination of the Hoiſe 0 Dar ö But ! 2275 A 
| gueſs what ſhould induce them to expect our Conourrence.” "Surely. they cannot think A 
ö ſo meanly of us, that for the fake of continuing Sur Sears here, we ſhould gie into 
q what: ſo greatly aſſects the Rights of Thoſe (that Tent us: Can we be thou e une u- 
+ grateful, as to joyn in the Deſtruction of the _— that raiſed. vs? Can Th think 
= us ſo unfaithful, as to betray our. Truſt in this gräſs manner, by renouncing our, Re- 
"4 lation to the Peaple,. and accepting from the drown, and from themſelves, a Re- 
1 newal of our Right to ſit here ? Should they imagine i us no longer to be 1nfluene'd d 
1 by the Rules of Juſtice: and Morality ; yet. methinks they. 1 allow. us to have 
4} ſome Senſe of 4 remaining, which mut giwe us Pain when We return into our 3 
1 Countries, and look thoſe in che Face whom we have ſo grea ally njureds , — 
1 1 wou'd take Notice of a Matter that was mentioned in the Debate, (ſuppoking this 1 
. Bill ſhould undergo the Forms uſed in the paſſing of Bills). Ms 9 95 it would carry 9 
oF with it the -Obligarion-of 4 Lan? Of this I own'my ſelf much in doubt. | 
it The Powers we are intruſted with, 'as Repreſentatives of the People, appear N the 
UG: Form of a Writ far ſummoning the. Pärliament. And in the Indentures annered 
i to the Return, the Writ recites: Whereas we have thought. 


a 


/ 


=. The' ladenture annex'd to the Return anſwers the Writ, © viz. That they have eleck- 


= << 4 of Great Britain. The Queſtion then is, Whether the Authority thus given us to „ 


Three Great Eſtates (the People) by denying them their Right of acting by their Repreſenta- 


4 


e 
f F The Queſtion was put whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be committed? It was Re- 
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. 3 fach and. ſuch to attend actording to the Tenor of the Writ, and given them full 
0 5 oy to act in and conſent to all Things in the ſaid Parliament, which ſhall be by Com- 


aft torching the Defence, of the Government, does enable us ta lay aſide One of the 


tives in Parliament, and conſequently their Share in the Legiſlature ? Does the Power A 
put into our Hands by the People juſtifie our turning the Dagger By an Ad of the Conve 
into the Bowels of the Conſtitution? This Doubt is increaſed by the tion that: met in April 166g 
1otion that prevailed touching the Invalidity of the Statute of the the Long Parliament that me 
1 er by that Parli t not to be diſſolvd 77,1049. was declared to þ 
16th. Car. 1. c. J. whereby that Parliament ch nat to be del 4 dn: Bat that. 48 wil 
but by an A& of Parliament. No Act of Parliament was ever „o confirm'd by Paritament, 4 
made for that purpoſe, which would certainly have been done, had moſt of the otben As of th 
the ſubſequent Parliament thought, . that a Law made in diminution Convention were by the Stat. 0 
of the People's latereſt in the Legiſlature had been valid. bete 6 ww A 
1 ſhould be very willing to hear anſwered what 4 worthy Member (who juſt now ſpoke - F 
for committing the Bill, and own'd his Sentiments alter'd touching the Triennal Act) „ 
has told the World in an excellent Treatiſe of his, f That no People can give away 75 70 | 
© the Freedom of themſelves and their Poſterity : That ſuch a Donation ought to be eſteemed of De 
© no greater Validity than the Giſt of a Child, or of a Madman: That People can no more 
< part with their le al Liberties, than Kings can alienate their Crowns. 5 f 
* ' Every Body is ſenſible, that the publick Occaſions will require large e and 
ſnould ſo much as a Doubt ariſe in Mens Minds touching the Legality of t e Taxes, it 
will tend to increaſe the general Diſſatisfaction (ſo often mentioned in this Debate) 
ad ſubject us to a Hazard there is no Occaſion to run, did we content our ſelves 
with proceeding in the common Methods, which the Uſage of many Ages does juſtifie. 
So concluded againſt committing the Bililill. 


* 


* 


Hoodie ſecunda vice lecta eſt Billa, Entit. An Act for enlarging the Time 

f Continuatice of Parliaments, appointed by an Act made in the Sixth Tear | 

| © of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, entituled, An Act for 
© the frequent Meeting and Calling of Parliaments. „ 


FNP 


'ND it being propoſed to commit the Bill, after long Debate thereupon, 


« ſolyed in the Affirmatiye. 
6 Droffemiont. 


+; 


I. Becauſe we conceive that frequent and new Parliaments are required by the 


Fundamental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, and the Practice thereof for many Ages 
© (which manifeſtly appears by our Records) is a ſufficient Evidence and Proof of this 
E PP! we 

© II. Becaufe it is agreed, that the Houſe of Commons muſt be choſen by the Peo- 
ple, and when ſo choſen they are truly the Repreſentatives of the People, which 


_ © they can't be ſo properly ſaid to be, when continued for a longer time than that 


; for which they were choſen ; for after that time they are choſen by the Parliament 

: and not the People, who are thereby deprived of the only Remedy which they have 

f againſt thoſe who either do not underſtand, or through Corruption do wilfully be- 

f 3 Truſt repoſed in them; which Remedy is to chooſe better Men in their 

: III. Becauſe the Reaſons, given for this Bill, We conceive were not ſufficient to 
Induce us to pals it, ia Subyerſion of ſo eſſential a Part of our Conſtitution. 
3 For as to the Argument that this will encourage the Princes and States of 
Europe to enter into Alliances with us, We have not heard any one Miniſter aſſert 


C +} . 
„that any one Prince or State has ask d, or ſo much as inſinuated, that they wiſhed 
ſuch an Alteration. N ö | 


Nor is it reaſonable to imagine it; for it cannot be expected that any prince or 


* State, can rely upon a People to defend their Liberties aad Intereſts, who ſhall be 
ave given up ſo great a Part of their own; nor can it be prrdent for 


TY 


„ thens © 2 


es , mg nicks Nan 2 
” a 4 „ \ " pt, W 4 22 p 7 r 
Y 8 8 K. n * Py * Nan - 
+ amis atk. 8. A. K N * 7 * * y — 
X 1 « 4 : . 
. 4 4 1 60 * : 
* 2 F: * 9 * _ * ; 4 1 
% — 7 4 = 
* ads * i 
* " * 
* -” * 
1 
# j 
” . 
9 o 
4 - 
„ 
* 
dn - . 
* * * =o * * 


— 9 eban to with ſuch an Experiment, 10 r hs rot ein that Europe has! had: of the. 3 
great Things this Nation has done Aer them under the 1 whieh is. to 
be altered by this Bill. pe 
gut on the other Hand they may ke e be it; into Meckutes, «ith, © 85 
aus, When they ſhall be informed by the Preamble of his Bi, that the FPopiſu Fa. 1 : 
0 gion is ſo dangerous, as that it may be deſt ructive to the Peace and Security of the 3 
+ £* Governmeat; and may apprehend from this Bill, that the Government is ſo weak, as 
to want © extraordinary a Proyiſion for its Safety Which ſeems to imply that be 
SGegtlemea of Britain are not to be truſted or relied upon, and that Gee AﬀeRions 
of the- people are reſtrained to ſo mall a e as that, or Wien the Preſent 
© Houſe of Commons conſiſts. 
© 3., We conceive this Bill is fo far rom v prevegtitg Expences 4 e hae” - 


* © jt will rather encreaſgthem, for;theWnger a Parliament i 1s to laſt the more valuable 
| 4 to be Purchaſed is a Statigmin it, and the greater alſo ĩs the Danger of Corrupting . 2 
the Members of it: For if there there ſhould be a Minittry who” ſhall want a Par- ha 
*. liament to Screen them from the 5 Rifenmzeen che People, or from a Diſco-—- * . 
© very of their ill Practices to the King, he can't otherwiſe, or ſo truly be informed 
of them, as by a free Parliament. or # much the Intereſt of 1920 a Miniſtry, to 
. 2 Fin e the Big loans 4which 1 25 Authority and the, Diſpoſal of the Publick 
Money, they-gf 25 15 the beſt Means of doing) tHhat din to 1 ? 
* will. be tempted, and not fail ro make uſe of them, And even hei the Members are 
3 5 | choſen, they have a Prove, if Opportunity of inducing very many to comply with _ 
them, than ie have, if not only the Seſſions of Parliament, but the Parlis- 
ment ĩt ſelf were red. need go the Ancient and Primitive Conſtitution, and Practice 
of: frequent and nec arli: ents4 for as a good Miniſtry will neither practiſe nor need 4 
: 5 ſo it canngt WY 1 a * 0s the I ha ho ko 
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